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o: labour.22 To build up the non-violent strength of the v^/isr
the Associadon explores all the avenues of l:is uplift and I'rc-ps
in close loach with almost every aspect of his life. Since 1S37
the Association has also been training its menders in a supple-
mentary occupation in addition to their principal cc:upc.ion
in the mills so that in case of a lock-out or strike :r !GJ: cf
employment otherwise they will have something ^ ia.il br.ck
upon instead of being faced with the prospect of j-rurvl^gv^
If Gandhiji had his way he vould regulate all ihc labour
organizations of India after the Alimedabad model.24
Satyagraha-as corporate action has been subjected to severe
criticism. It is sometimes decried as destructive of Ia**\- c-iid
order, unprogressive and unconstitutional.
Civil resistance would be destructive of social crcler r.:id
unprogressive if it were criminal law-breaking. But the tw: :,re
poles apart. The criminal or the ordinary law-breaker b.T^.ks
the law surreptitiously and tries to avoid the penalty. The civil
resister is law-abiding not  because he fears punishment  Vat
because he considers the law good for social welfare. He openly
and civilly breaks a law if it is SD unjust as to offend his moral
sense and if all his efforts to get it modiSed fbil, and th^i he
quietly accepts the punishment. Indeed his disobedience itself
is rooted in the satyagrahi's law-abiding nature which extracts
from him implicit obedience to the highest law, i.e., the voice of
conscience which  overrides  all other laws.25  Criminal disobe-
dience no doubt leads to anarchy. But civil resistance, Though
it aims at destroying immoral laws and an unjust order, neither
creates lawlessness nor is unprogressive.
While fighting against injustice, untruth and exploitation
which give rise to disorders and conflicts civil resistance evolves
a superior, just social order based on truth and non-violence.
Thus it minimizes, instead of giving rise to, lawlessness.
22 According to Brailsford the Association was "the cenire of workers'
social life, and it carried on a big range of activities -which i:i Europe fall
to the Municipality or the State. . . .It published a we-Jiiy paper and ran a
cinema, a reading room, a circulating library, five gymnasiums rnd a cLoLr.
It had a hospital, two dispensaries and no less than 23 schools." Ma^'.via
Gandhi,  p.   124.
23  H.9 July 3,  1237, p.   161.
24  Gandhiji, Constructive Programme, p. 21.
"^Speeches, pp. 4-57  and 504-05.
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